
Chlorofluorocarbons (CFC's) 

• What are chlorofluorocarbons (CFC's)?  
Developed in the 1930's, CFC's are man-made compounds used as metal cleaners 
or degreasers and as a coolant in refrigerators, freezers, industrial chillers, and 
motor vehicle air conditioners. Freon® is an example of a CFC.  

• Why are CFC's harmful to the stratospheric ozone layer?  
When released into the air, CFC's drift into the upper atmosphere. Upon reaching 
the stratospheric ozone layer (a protective layer of gas 12-30 miles above the 
earth's surface that protects us from harmful ultraviolet radiation) CFC's break 
apart and release chlorine. Each chlorine atom released can destroy one hundred 
thousand ozone molecules.  

• Protecting the stratospheric ozone layer  
As of January 1, 1996, most CFC's are no longer produced in the United States. In 
addition, the Clean Air Act of 1990 contains requirements that ban the release of 
CFC's during the service, maintenance, and disposal of cooling equipment. 
Furthermore, all products manufactured with, or containing CFC's must be 
labeled.  

You can help save the stratospheric ozone layer by getting professional vehicle 
service at a shop that uses CFC recycling equipment and by having leaking 
systems repaired. Recycling and leak repair helps conserve CFC's and limits the 
release of chemicals into the environment.  

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) suggests three steps to help 
businesses comply with the CFC requirements set forth in the Clean Air Act. The 
three steps are as follows: designation of a facility refrigerant manager who is 
familiar with the facility's HVAC/R operations as well as industry standards and 
applicable regulations; conducting a thorough inventory of existing equipment 
and refrigerants; and developing a refrigerant management plan.  

• SC DHEC does not have a formal CFC program. The EPA implements the 
program at the federal level. For additional information concerning these federal 
requirements and regulations, or to file a complaint, EPA contact information is 
listed below:  

Stratospheric Ozone Protection Hotline: 1 (800) 296-1996  
EPA Region 4 CFC Coordinator, Pam Adams McIlvaine: (404) 562-9197  
Stratospheric Ozone Protection Web Site: http://www.epa.gov/spdpublc/desc.html  
Mailing Address:  
US EPA  
Stratospheric Ozone Protection Division  
Mail Code 62055  
401 M Street SW  
Washington, DC 20460 

http://www.epa.gov/spdpublc/desc.html

